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30th Meeting of Balkan Clinical Laboratory
Federation (BCLF2023) and 2nd Conference of
Montenegrin Association for Clinical Chemistry and
Laboratory Medicine (MACC) was held in Herceg
Novi, Boka Bay, Montenegro, 27–30.09.2023. It
was organized by MACC, under the auspices of
International (IFCC) and European (EFLM) Fede -
ration of clinical chemistry and laboratory medicine.
The meeting was accredited by local Montenegrin
medical chamber and European Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education with 25.0
European CME credit. »Smart Event« applicationwas
used for monitoring attendance at lectures and final
participants evaluation of the Meeting.

During the Opening ceremony BCLF President
Prof Dobrin Svinarov, EFLM president Prof Tomris
Ozben, IFCC President Khosrow Adeli and MACC
President and President of BCLF2023 Organizing
committee Dr Tanja Antunovic welcomed the
gathering, wishing the participants successful
meetingand pleasant stay in Montenegro. Prof Mario
Plebani presented the organization and aims of
EFLM.

BCLF2023 was attended by 408 registered
participants from different parts of the world, mostly
from BCLF countries (Serbia – 109 attendees,
Montenegro – 79, Bosnia and Herzegovina – 69,
Albania – 34, North Macedonia – 24, Bulgaria – 16,
Turkiye – 11 attendees).

The scientific program included 52 lecturers
with:

• Opening lecture
• 3 plenary sessions
• 12 sessions with 37 lectures and 14 oral

presentations
• 4 case report sessions
81 electronic poster presentations.

The opening lecture »Implementation of sus -
tainable practices in medical laboratories – Switching
Clinical laboratories to Green labs« was delivered by
Prof Tomris Ozben (EFLM President and IFCC
President-elect). Since sustainability is fast becoming
the blueprint of every modern business strategy, this
was great opportunity to hear more about this
important issue, EFLM Taskforce for Green and Sus -
tainable Laboratories and practices how to minimize
medical laboratory impact on the environment.

Prof Gary Moor second day plenary lecture
about one of the most challenging areas of
laboratory medicine – »Thrombophilia screening -
not so straightforward«, has been met with greatest
interest of participants and unanimously rated as
excellent, and more than useful. Up to date third day
plenary lecture by Prof Mauricio Ferari »Big data and
aging »focused on biological complexity and
heterogeneity of ageing and the capacity to generate
new knowledge about this process more quickly by
using »big data«.

Fourth day plenary lecture about »Mass
Spectrometry-Based Omics« introduced the value of
this remarkably sophisticated molecular imaging
technique, enhancing the current knowledge on the
interaction mechanisms in health and disease.

Scientific program started with two Preopening
sessions, Bone and mineral metabolism and Total
testing process in clinical laboratory, listed in the
table below.

After the Opening ceremony and lecture,
Meeting President Dr Tanja Antunovic invited
participantsto the Welcoming cocktail held nearby on
the open terrace by the sea. It was a great opportunity
togreet old friends, get to know new colleagues and
discuss the opportunities for closer cooperation.



On Thursday, 28.09.2023, after two Lab-
clinical case reports in early morning hours, the

program continued with four sessions listed in the
table below.Thursday, 28.09.2023.



The third day of the BCLF2023 also started
early with two Lab-clinical case reports, which were

followed with four scientific sessions listed in the
table below.



Friday, 29.09Lab-clinical case reports: From
diagnostics todiagnosisFriday, 29.09.2023. ended
with the Get-together dinner, almost unanimously
proclaimed as one of the best social events on
conferences, not only by BCLF members, but also by
distinguished guests from all around the world. Aim
of the organizers was to present at least the small
part of Montenegrin and Boka Bay culture, so beside

the abundant scientific knowledge participants
could leave the Herceg Novi with new information
from other areas of life.

The final day of BCLF2023 had two scientific
sessions - Masterclasses from Balkan region, where
Balkan scientist got the opportunity to present their
latest scientific achievements.



Poster presentations from broad number of
areas of laboratory medicine were shown on 28th and
29th of October in electronic form, and were
available for all the participants from XX-XX h.

Besides the scientific part, BCLF2023 included
five Commercial workshops, where leading
manufacturers in this field had the opportunity to
present their cutting-edge technologies:

1. Roche: Patient journey in HCC and importance
of diagnostics in multidisciplinary approach,
Western Balkan Initiative;

2. Sysmex: The impact of pre-analytical variables
and drug interference on coagulation tests;

3. Mindray: Envision more with advanced
hematology automation;

4. Sysmex: Reliable Automated Urinalysis by
Sysmex;

5. Greiner Bio-One: Preanalytical phase - a
continuous challenge for laboratory
professionals.

According to the Participant evaluation, carried
out through application Smart Event, the 30th BCLF
meeting was rated with overall 4.53 mean score (5 –
the best score).

30th BCLF meeting in Montenegro was very
successful, we are looking forward to the next one!

Prof. Khosrow Adeli, IFCC president, lecture.



Prof. Mario Plebani, EFLM president-elect presentation of the
EFLM activities.

Congress hall - Congress Venue - Park Hall, Herceg Novi.



Get together dinner, Palmon bay hotel, Igalo, Herceg Novi.

Exhibition area, Park Hall Foyer.



Prof. Nada Majkic-Singh and Dr Marina Minic Novcic as chairs.

Prof. Tomris Ozben, EFLM president lecture. Welcome cocktail after the Opening ceremony, Gradska
kafana, Herceg Novi.


